
Monday, July 6th
The Archaeology of Grasslands National Park•By Sharon Thomson•Sharon began
her career as an archaeologist with Parks Canada in 1991. Since then, she has worked in national
parks and national historic sites across western and northwestern Canada, but will admit to
feeling a special connection to Grasslands. Her current interests are in locating and interpreting
the park’s numerous bison drive lanes, and in the application of technology to site recording
and analysis.

Thursday,August 13th
Old Man on His Back Conservation and Management • By Natalie Nikiforuk •
Located just west of Claydon, Saskatchewan, the Old Man on His Back Prairie and Heritage Con-
servation Area (omb) is one of the Nature Conservancy of Canada’s (ncc’s) flagship projects,
with vast native grasslands of significant ecological, cultural and historical value. The ncc is
the country’s leading land conservation organization, working to protect areas of natural diver -
sity and the species they sustain. As the ncc’s Natural Areas Manager for Southwestern Sas -
katch ewan, Natalie Nikiforuk, herdsperson at omb, will provide a brief history of the Old Man
on His Back property and showcase ncc’s work in the area.

Thursday,August 27th
Bison Management in North America•By Wes Olson•Wes Olson’s life-long association
with wild places and wildlife that live in them, including a focus on bison management in Banff,
Waterton Lakes, Elk Island, Prince Albert   and Grasslands National Parks, has earned him an
international reputation as an expert. This presentation combines Wes’s extensive scientific
knowledge about bison with his wife Johane Janelle’s photography to create compelling stories
about this charismatic animal and the complex interactions with almost every other bird, mammal,
amphibian and reptile that share their ecosystems.
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